
 

Parent Guidance              23rd May 2020 

Return to The Ark on 1st June 2020, following closure due to COVID-19 on 20th March 

2020.  

 

The care of your children is our primary concern as we re-open but we will implement some 

changes to ensure the safety of your children and our staff, whilst being very aware that we 

cannot expect very young children to maintain social distancing. Our policy is to be as careful 

as possible, and whilst some resources will be removed, we do not intend to remove the love 

and care that we show the children and has been so valued by so many families over the 

years. 

Our staff are mostly able to return to The Ark, with the exception of Sumita, who continues to 

shield for medical reasons, although she will continue to keep in touch with the children 

through Tapestry. 

The staff will not be required to wear PPE, as per the government guidelines, with the 

exception of any first aid, or attending to the personal needs of a child, such as nappy changes 

or assisting with a change of clothes.  

If anyone shows any symptoms of COVID-19 you are not permitted to bring them onto the 

Wellington College site. If a parent/ carer or child shows any symptoms of COVID-19, you 

must self-isolate at home for 7 days, and all members of the household must self-isolate for 

14 days. 

If a child shows symptoms of COVID-19 whilst at The Ark, we will isolate that child from the 

rest of the group, and the staff member looking after the child will then be required to wear 

PPE to protect themselves (goggles, gloves, apron and face mask). You may want to talk to 

your child about this to prepare them. A staff member will then call the parent/ carer and 

they will be expected to collect the child immediately. Therefore, please ensure that we 

have the latest contact details for you. 

If a child is tested and found to have the virus, all the staff and children in the setting will be 

required to self-isolate for 14 days. 

Here are some of the changes that we will be making: 

• Staggered start and finish times as we welcome more children back. 

• Arrival: parents will be asked to wait, keeping a 2m distance from each other as they 

do so, and a staff member will meet children at the boundary (where the Wellington A-

Board is normally), whilst another staff member remains with the children already 

arrived. This process will be reversed at collection. 

• Handwashing on arrival, and regular hand washes throughout the session. We will also 

have hand sanitiser to ensure that if we are away from the facilities we can maintain 

hygiene. 

• We will be outdoors for the whole session, unless heavy rain, so please ensure they 

come in appropriate clothing. In nice weather, please ensure that they have sun cream 

applied (we will not be able to re-apply this). 



• No show and tell (or any toys from home to be brought to The Ark). Children can 

instead show something each day that they have enjoyed doing or playing with at The 

Ark. 

• No lunch club. 

• The guidelines suggest not to share cups or any crockery or cutlery. As we want to 

maintain our commitment to reduce our plastic waste, we have decided that we will not 

provide snacks for this half-term. Therefore, when your child returns please ensure 

that your child brings a water bottle and snack. 

• Removal of all soft toys and resources, including dressing up clothes. 

• Limit the resources available on a given day to allow for cleaning of resources and 

rotation of resources will allow the 72 hours to pass on which the virus will settle on 

any surface. 

• We will not allow use of the climbing frame/ slide. 

• We will not have resources which are shared by many hands, such as playdough or 

sa 

• No visitors to the site, and parents/ carers are NOT able to come into the setting 

boundary/ lodge. 

• No off-site trips. 

 

As we will be outside in a forest environment and on the field, please bear in mind that 

ticks are prevalent, so please check your child daily. 

All your child should bring into the site is : 

• Change of clothes. 

• Weather appropriate clothes (sun-hat/ rain-proof coat and trousers). 

• Snack and water bottle. 

 

For those children who are not returning to The Ark, we will continue to upload 

resources online and let you know our plans to give you suggestions of activities. 

However, due to staff returning to work at The Ark, we will not be able to interact on 

Tapestry in the same way as we have during this period of closure. 

 

For those who have children who are school leavers, we would normally have 

several transition activities this half-term. Heather has kindly agreed to do her annual 

transition talk for parents over Zoom. We will send out invites for this by email and 

publish the date and time. This is valuable to prepare the parents for this transition 

and also learn how to give your child the best support to ease their move to school. 

 

The children all sew a pencil case during their final year at The Ark. Some children 

have not finished these yet and it will not be an activity that we can resume when we 

return to The Ark. We would love the opportunity for parents to help their children to 

complete these and can return them to you for completion. If you feel unable to do 

this, we will sew them for you and pass to you as a keepsake at the end of the term, 

with the rest of their leaver pack. 

 

We will not be able to have a leavers’ assembly, but will try to create something to 

help you mark the end of their time at The Ark. When things become more normal, 

we will try to re-group at some point to say a proper goodbye!  We cannot confirm 

anything at this time but will update in due course. 


