
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLIDAYS 

Expressive Arts and Design 

• Role-play: a travel agents, souvenir and gift shop, at the campsite 
• Drama – act out a holiday to the seaside, in a tent, on a boat 
• Create a seaside picture 
• Shell rubbings 
• Lolly painting 
• Make and record own music by playing instruments 
• Make a clay drinks coaster 
• Collage a passport 
• Seahorse marbling 
• Funky sunglasses 
• Coloured sand pictures 

Understanding the World 

• Shells in the water tray – can you make any shells float? 

• Look at seaside objects through a magnifying glass 

• Can you use the remote-controlled car to go in and out of an obstacle course 
made with pebbles? 

• Can you make a sandcastle? Is the sand too wet or too dry? 

• Look at what happens when an ice lolly is left out in the sun 

• How far do we travel to go on holiday? (represent distances with lengths of 
string) 

• What would you need for a hot sunny day? 

Which shoes would you wear* for the beach? Climbing a mountain? To a 
disco? On a muddy campsite? 

Physical Development 

• Catching bubbles 

• Pick up seaweed with tweezers 

• Knives, forks and spoons in the sand tray 

• Splash in the paddling pool 

• ‘Follow my leader’ 

 Notice change in bodies from digging in sand to relaxing on 
beach 

• Dough- make a picnic lunch 

 Water and guttering – set it up so that water collects in bucket 

• Threading cards from an old postcard 

• Fold paper to make fans 

Mathematics  

• How many ice cubes will fit in this cup? 

• Sinking the boat – throw a dice, put the number of teaspoons 
of water into the boat – who will be the one to sink it? 

• Which shell weighs the most? 

• Count the shells 

• Sort shells into sizes 

• Which is the best size of box for the sunglasses? 

• Who has the most/ fewest chips on their plate? 

• Continue the pattern of ice-creams (different colours) 

  

Communication and Language 

• Mr Grumpy’s outing – recall and retell the story 
• Feely bag: guess which item is in here (shell, 

sponge, toothbrush, spade etc.) 
• Share books about the seaside, lakes and 

mountains. 
• Kim’s game: A tray of items associated with holiday 
• Describe a photo to your friends. Can they guess 

which one you are talking about? 
• Rhymes and songs about travelling and holidays 
• Holiday entertainment – make up a puppet show 
• Pack a case with the things you think you would 

need to take on holiday. 

Ideas to suggest to parents: 
• Look at photos of family holidays. 
• Locate holiday destinations on a map/ globe. 
• Talk about the things you need to pack to go on holiday. 
• Visit a Travel Agent’s and look at brochures. 

Literacy 
• Mark making in the sand with shells 
• Write a holiday diary 
• Make a list of all the things you need to take on holiday 
• Write a postcard about your holiday 
• Non fiction books of popular holiday destinations 
• Look at holiday brochures 
• Provide stories about special days out 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional development 

• Make ice lollipops 

• In pairs, look at sea shells – do you have the same 
favourites? 

• Teddy’s seaside holiday – talk about the things in teddy’s bag 

• Bring in holiday photos – talk about them in small groups. 

• Work together to find the hidden shell 

• Collect information of what children like to do on holiday. 
 


